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You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived, you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all
day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word
of the LORD has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, “I will not mention his word or
speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of
holding it in; indeed, I cannot. I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! Denounce him! Let'’s denounce
him!” All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will prevail over
him and take our revenge on him.”

But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior, so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They
will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will never be forgotten. LORD Almighty, you who examine
the righteous and probe the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my

cause.
Sing to the LORD! Give praise to the LORD! He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the
wicked. (Jeremiah 20:7-13 NIV)

Dear friends in Christ, our Rock and our Redeemer:

As we gear up for the 250™ anniversary of our nation’s founding, we thank the Lord our God
for the many freedoms that we enjoy. Chief among these freedoms is the freedom to worship God as
we please—better yet, the way that pleases Him. We do not fear persecution from the government; the
state will not order us to lock our doors or disperse if we preach and teach what the Bible teaches.

That was not the case in Judah in 600 BC. Jeremiah was a prophet sent by God to proclaim
doom and destruction that was about to come on their nation because of their idolatry. One time he
preached to the Lord’s people in the court of the temple: The Lord says, “I am going to bring on this
city and all the villages around it every disaster I pronounced against them, because they were stiff-
necked and would not listen to my words” (Jer. 19:15). For that, the official in charge of the temple
put Jeremiah in the stocks at the gate of the temple.

Though I don’t have to worry about being thrown into jail for preaching about God’s judgment,
we Christians face persecution in other ways, such as ridicule, insults and hatred. Let us learn from the
prophet Jeremiah how to handle persecution and say, God’s Word Burns in our Heart Like Fire.

Jeremiah didn’t like being put in the stocks and ridiculed. He lamented, “You deceived me,
LORD, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed.” He was saying, “Why did you trick
me into becoming a prophet? Look at how I’m being mocked, ridiculed and insulted when I preach
your Word!” Of course, the Lord didn’t deceive Jeremiah. When the Lord called him as prophet, he
put his words in his mouth and told him that word was going to “uproot and tear down, destroy and
overthrow” nations (Jer. 1:10). So naturally the leaders of Judah opposed him, persecuted him, and
mocked him, “Hey, where’s this destruction you’re talking about? We’re still standing here a year
later!” Even Jeremiah’s so-called friends denounced him and waited for him to slip.

Jeremiah began thinking, “Maybe I’ll just not preach his word any more, I won’t mention his
name. Just shut my lips tight so I don’t have to get burned.” But that didn’t work. Jeremiah noted



how “his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in;
indeed, I cannot.” Jeremiah was burning inside with that Word; he couldn’t contain it. So the prophet
opened his lips, poured out the Word coming from inside to proclaim that disaster and destruction, the
Lord’s vengeance on the wicked.

We today have been blessed to receive that Word of God and believe it. That Word also “burns
in our heart like fire.” We cannot keep it in. As we look at our nation and all the wickedness in our
land, how can we not speak up? June has been proclaimed “pride month”—pride about immoral
actions and lifestyles! Even Major League Baseball has been forcing their players to wear “pride”
symbols and rainbow colors on their baseball caps. Should it not be called “repentance month,” a call
for those promoting immoral behaviors to repent of their wickedness? We also decry the injustice and
oppression of many groups of people in our land, and we denounce the greed of the wealthy. To be
sure, we will be insulted and ridiculed on both sides of the American divide, the left and the right,
when we warn of wicked behavior and God’s coming judgment. Maybe the prudent thing to do would
be just to zip our lips and say, “Well, it’s just politics, and we shouldn’t take a stand.” But when God’s
Word denounces wickedness, how can we stifle that fire burning in our hearts? We can’t hold it in; we
must preach the law!

And we must preach the law not only to the nation, but also to ourselves. Our own sinful
nature also is filled with wicked desires, wanting to be liked by others rather than loving God first. We
need to repent and confess to God those times when we should have spoken up for those who can’t
speak for themselves—for the unborn, for the mentally ill, for the homeless and the harassed. The
Word of God tells us that we also deserve eternal judgment and destruction in hell for our own sins.

But also, God’s Word also shows us a loving Lord who rescues his people. As Jeremiah put it,
“The LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; so my persecutors will stumble and not prevail.” The
Lord God will come against all who persecute his church; the Lord will prevail! He will punish all
wickedness. Jeremiah added, “LORD Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart
and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause.” Jeremiah
pleaded his case with the Lord; he appealed to the one who examines the heart. He knew his sins, but
he also knew Jeremiah believed and trusted in the Lord. You see, God gave us his Son to be our
righteousness and to die to pay for all of our sins. The Lord graciously forgives all our sins for Jesus’
sake. When we have faith in Jesus, God counts us as righteous and cleanses our hearts.

Trust in the Lord led Jeremiah to a spontaneous outburst of praise: “Sing to the LORD! Give
praise to the LORD! He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked!” Jeremiah knew
that the Lord would rescue his life from persecutors, the “hands of the wicked.” And despite the
coming destruction, Jeremiah praised the Lord that he would save the needy, the oppressed in the land.

The persecution in Judah didn’t stop, and it won’t stop for us either. What Jesus warned his
disciples applies to us: “You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to
the end will be saved” (Matt. 10:22). The Word of God compels us to speak about the one who is our
Savior, just as Jesus’ apostles said when they were threatened with jail: “We cannot help speaking
about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19). We can’t help praising the Lord, either, for his grace
and love that saves us.

The Word of God is indeed like a fire, burning in our hearts. Don’t keep it inside. Don’t hold
back; praise him, and tell others of his great acts of love in Jesus! Amen.



