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But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance
and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when
you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, [
charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be
honor and might forever. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:11-16 NIV)

In the name of our Savior Jesus, dear fellow soldiers of the cross:

As you know, this coming Saturday we are celebrating the 250" birthday of our nation, the
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. But it took more than signatures on
a document to establish independence from British monarchy. The colonists fought in the American
Revolution, and after six years of war, victory gave our land liberty and a new country.

The Christian faith is our calling by God, a calling that requires us to fight. Let us learn
from Paul, who wrote these inspired words to the young pastor Timothy, to Fight the Good Fight
of the Faith.

Before soldiers are plunged into the battle, they need to be trained. Captains and sergeants
drill the recruits with endurance tests involving lots of running. They learn not to plunge ahead into
the enemy’s traps, but how to stay away from land mines and avoid enemy fire. Soldiers are trained
to gain habits that will help them in the fight.

Christian soldiers who are fighting the good fight of the faith also need proper training. We
face a persistent foe, an enemy that consists of the devil, this sinful world, and our own sinful
nature. Paul wrote to Timothy that we need to “flee” from the enemy’s traps: “But you, man of
God, flee from all this.” Paul had just warned Timothy about two such traps: False teaching and the
love of money. “Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:9,10a). In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul warned, “Flee from
sexual immorality” (1 Cor. 6:18a). Playing around with sexual immorality, or with the love of
money, is like playing with a hand grenade—it’s deadly. Flee from these sins!

Paul then tells us what we are to pursue and run toward: “Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance and gentleness.” The first three deal with our relationship with God: Doing
what is right by his law; living in godliness, a pious lifestyle, pleasing to God; living in faith,
trusting in his promises and his Word. The last three deal with our relationship with others: Living
in Christ-like love that puts other people’s interests ahead of our own; patiently enduring one
another as well as enduring hardship; being gentle and kind toward others instead of rough with
them. These are the qualities that soldiers of the cross need to fight the good fight of the faith.

Fellow soldiers, continue in this training all of your life! By fleeing the enemy’s traps, and
pursuing the good, we’ll be ready when the battle comes with tactics to overcome the enemy.



Paul reminds us that we didn’t volunteer for this battle, but that we were called to it: “Fight
the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.” The Holy Spirit
called us by the gospel. For most of us that was when we were baptized; for those later in life, it
was when we heard the gospel and believed. Paul told Timothy, “You were called when you made
your good confession in the presence of many witnesses,” likely when he was baptized as a young
man.

To fight the good fight of the faith, our first tactic is to confess the good confession. We
confess about ourselves that we are sinful and unable to come to God. We also confess our
Christian faith, that we believe in the triune God, that we trust in Jesus as the Lord, the Son of God
who came to deliver us from sin and death. Confession is not a one-time tactic, that we just say it
when we believe and we’re done; it is an on-going tactic to be used throughout our lives. In church
we speak our confessions of faith, the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds, with our fellow believers every
Sunday. And in our lives we confess the good confession when we show our faith to others, living
our faith with the love and goodness to which God has called us.

That leads to a second tactic that Paul wrote about: “In the sight of God, who gives life to
everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame.” “Keep this command”
sounds like “Obey the law,” but Paul was really talking about holding onto the gospel of Christ. He
just spoke about how Christ confessed the good confession before Pilate, not just by telling him,
“Everyone on the side of truth listens to me” (John 18:37b), but confessing with his life, suffering
under Pontius Pilate, who had crucified, put to death, and buried. This is the “command” we are to
keep: Hold on to our commander-in-chief, Jesus, and that gospel truth which saves us from the devil
and frees us from sin and death!

Again, keep fighting that good fight of the faith by confessing your faith and keeping the
gospel of Christ, all your life. Now, wars and battles have a goal. The American Revolution’s goal
was freedom from tyranny. The good fight of the faith also has a goal: Eternal life.

“Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called,” Paul wrote. Grasp it, once and for
all! This goal of eternal life was already accomplished when Jesus suffered, died, and then rose
again. Those who believe in Jesus will rise and live to eternal life, just as he has risen and lives
eternally. This wonderful prize is already in our possession from the time we came to faith in
Christ. Take hold of it; not even Satan can wrestle it away from you when you’re in Christ!

Fellow soldiers, fighting the good fight of faith is long and hard while we’re in this world.
But take heart! Paul reminds us of “the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring
about in his own time.” We don’t know when that day will be, but what a day to look forward to,
when our Lord appears in the sky in all his glory with all his angels, and he’ll tell us, “Come, take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world!” (Matt. 25:34). Our
warfare will be over, and peace will be ours forever in heaven. Until he comes, then, let’s keep
fighting the good fight of the faith, glorifying God, “the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.”



