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 This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the 

mysteries God has revealed.  Now it is required that those who have given a trust must prove faithful.  I care 

very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.  My conscience is 

clear, but that does not make me innocent.  It is the Lord who judges me.  Therefore judge nothing before the 

appointed time; wait until the Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose 

the motives of the heart.  At that time each will receive their praise from God. 

 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that 

you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.”  Then you will not be 

puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other.  For who makes you different from anyone 

else?  What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you 

did not?  (1 Cor. 4:1-7 NIV) 

 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, dear friends in Christ: 

 

 What would the ideal pastor look like to you?  Somebody whom you would look up to—

perhaps literally; he should be at least 6’3 or 4”.  An athletic person who’s also a very good singer; 

someone who’s handsome and telegenic, would look good on the screen if we livestream our 

services.  He should be a youthful, energetic person about 30 years old with at least 40 years of 

experience under his belt.  Of course, no person could fit all of those qualities! 

 The Christians in Corinth were divided on their ideas of the ideal pastor.  Some liked Paul, 

the founder of the congregation, while others preferred Apollos who came next and was a gifted 

teacher.  Some others said, “What about Cephas or Peter, the ‘Rock’?  He was one of Jesus’ closest 

disciples!”  And still others claimed, “We don’t follow this pastor or that.  We follow Christ.” 

 Paul addressed this factionalism, these cliques among the Corinthians, head on in the 

opening chapters of this first letter to the Corinthians.  In the previous chapter he asked them 

rhetorically, “What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?” and he answered himself, “Only 

servants” (1 Cor. 3:5).  In our text, Paul goes on to tell us as well, How We Are to Regard 

Ministers. 

 Paul wrote, “This, then, is how you ought to regard us: As servants of Christ.”  The word 

“minister” itself means “servant.”  In this verse, however, Paul used a different word for servant, 

meaning an “underling” or “assistant.”  It’s a word that reminds the congregation of the minister’s 

place.  He is the assistant, the humble servant; Christ alone is the Master. 

 The Corinthians had a problem of pride in this regard.  Paul warned them that they were 

being “puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other.”  Paul asked some more 

rhetorical questions: “Who makes you different from anyone else?  What do you have that you did 

not receive?  And if you did not receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?”  Our status as 

Christians, and the status of being a minister, are given as a gift, not something to boast about what 

we’ve earned. 



This is a humble reminder to us, that we shouldn’t boast about who we are or even what 

leaders we follow, as though that makes us better than others.  I attended our district convention last 

week, and WELS President Mark Schroeder was present for a couple of hours and addressed us.  

We welcomed and applauded him, but we didn’t stand up or bow before him in reverence when he 

was introduced.  We don’t regard our synod leaders as people to place on a high pedestal, but as 

humble servants of Christ.  And if we boast about being in the WELS, or following one pastor or 

another, we need to repent of our pride and boasting, not puffed up, but humbled because of our 

sins. 

Repentant, we cling to Jesus, our Master.  We humble ourselves; he lifts us up when he 

announces, “I died to take your sin away.  You are forgiven.”  As forgiven sinners, may we humbly 

follow Christ and serve him, our Savior from sin.  And may all those who are called into the public 

ministry—pastors, teachers, ministers—remember that we are Christ’s servants as well. 

Yet, ministers of the gospel who are called by Christ through the congregation have a 

tremendous responsibility.  Paul tells us also how we regard ministers:  “As those entrusted with the 

mysteries God has revealed.”  The King James Version uses the word “steward.”  A steward in 

ancient times was a slave or servant who was entrusted by the master to manage his household 

while he was away on a trip or on business.  So pastors and other called workers have been 

entrusted by Christ to manage the affairs of his household—the congregation of believers. 

They are entrusted with the “mysteries God has revealed.”  God’s plan of salvation, how to 

rescue this world from sin, was a mystery to the world, until God revealed it by his Word through 

the prophets, and especially through his Son Jesus.  Jesus appointed apostles, including Paul, to 

reveal those “mysteries” to the world.  Through pastors, teachers and missionaries today, the gospel 

of Christ and salvation gets proclaimed—the mystery revealed.  In addition to the Word, Christ 

entrusts the sacraments, Holy Baptism and Communion, to his church which calls pastors to 

administer these means of grace on their behalf.  Interestingly, the word “sacrament” is the Latin 

word chosen for the Greek word “mystery” in the Bible. 

No wonder that Paul adds: “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 

prove faithful.”  Stewards have to give an account of their administration to their master when he 

returns.  We ministers of the gospel will be called to account when the Lord Jesus returns.  That is 

why Paul writes how he cared little about being judged by the Corinthians, by a human court, or 

even by himself.  Congregation members’ opinions of the minister are not the standard by which we 

are judged.  The pastor’s conscience is not the final judge.  “It is the Lord who judges” ministers.  

The standard that determines if a pastor or teacher is a faithful steward is the Word of God.  The 

congregation needs to measure the minister with the teachings of the Word.   

Pastors and other called ministers come in quite a variety of shapes and sizes, personalities 

and abilities.  But all should have certain qualities—this one above all, what Paul wrote to Timothy 

(1 Tim. 3:2): “Able to teach.”  Listen carefully to what the pastor preaches and teaches, compare 

what he says to the Bible.  Don’t be afraid to ask him to clarify or explain something that sounds 

different or not quite right.  Pray that we regard ministers then, as fellow, humble servants of Christ, 

and faithful stewards of God’s mysteries, to lead us all to our Master, Christ.  Amen. 


