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Message from the Pastor

The Sixth Commandment

“You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus
20:14)

The month of June has traditionally been a
month for weddings. Four couples belonging
to St. Paul’s are celebrating their anniversaries
this month. Perhaps it’s because of the warm
weather, but usually not too hot yet, or because
it’s often a good time to get off work, that June
is an ideal time for weddings.

Of course, more and more people are choosing
other times of the year to get married. Our
daughter Faith has been engaged to Matthew
Colson since last summer and they’ve chosen
December 27, 2026 as their wedding date. But
whether it’s in summer or winter, most
weddings still follow a traditional format: A
service (usually in a church, though some plan
an outdoor wedding in the summer), followed
by a reception with a dinner, a dance and party.

Weddings are special because they announce
the commitment of a man and a woman to be
joined together as one. They are legally
married in the eyes of the state, and of God.
The Lord himself established the institution of
marriage, in the Garden of Eden in Genesis
2:18-24. He also defined it: “A man leaves his
father and mother and is united to his wife, and
they become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). One
man, one woman, becoming one flesh.

Marriage was established in God’s perfect
world. But as you know, we no longer live in a
perfect world. Sin has marred this beautiful

union of marriage too. Already in Genesis 3,
after the fall into sin, we find the man blaming
his wife instead of taking responsibility. And
it’s been that way ever since.

But God’s will regarding marriage has not
changed. God wrote it in our hearts as well as
in the sixth commandment: “You shall not
commit adultery.” God wills that husband and
wife are still to be one flesh. When one or the
other cheats on their spouse, that adultery
breaks the marriage bond. Divorce, except for
marriage unfaithfulness, likewise breaks God’s
commandment. And lusting after someone not
your spouse is committing adultery in your
heart, as Jesus pointed out (Matt. 5:28).

Unmarried people can also break this
commandment. ‘“Marriage should be honored
by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God
will judge the adulterer and all the sexually
immoral” (Hebrews 13:4). An unmarried
couple who decides to have sex and live
together without being married, saying that the
license is “just a piece of paper,” is saying to
God, “I know better than you what’s best in my
life.” Honor God by honoring marriage! Sex
is to be reserved for within the marriage bond!

In our world where pornography is available
just with the click of a computer mouse or
touching a few numbers on a phone, let’s pray
for our children and grandchildren, and for
ourselves, to keep our lives pure and free from
sexual sin and temptation. Be wary of the
world’s traps. But remember, God is stronger
than Satan, the world, and our own sinful
nature. He gave us Jesus to die for our sins.
He gives us the Holy Spirit to dwell in us as his
temple (1 Cor. 5:18-20). Trust in him during
these immoral times, seek his forgiveness, and
spread his gospel message.

--Pastor Timothy Blauvert
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JUNE SUNDAY WORSHIP THEMES

June 7: Trinity Sunday. 8:30 am communion
service. “The Triune God’s Blessing.” Ice
cream social/welcome new members.

June 14: 2" Sunday after Pentecost. 7:30, 10
am services. “The Ministry: Sinners are called
to serve.”

June 21: 3" Sunday after Pentecost. 7:30, 10
am communion services. “The Ministry:
Called by God’s compassion.”

June 28: 4™ Sunday after Pentecost. 7:30, 10
am services. “Put God First!”

JAMES: REAL FAITH for REAL LIFE
Spring-Summer Bible Study

We invite you to join our Bible study on the
book of James this spring. We will have Bible
study on Sundays, June 21 & 28 at 8:45 a.m.
What does “real faith” look like? Come to
Bible study to find out!

GAME NIGHT: Wednesday, June 17
6:30 pm, Thunderbird Lanes, Baraboo

Game night’s going to be bowling again!
Anybody’s welcome to come! Call Elaine or
the church if you’re coming so we can expect
you. Bring a friend too!

ICE CREAM SOCIAL: JUNE 7

St. Paul’s annual ice cream social will be held
in the fellowship hall on Sunday, June 7
immediately after the church service. At the
social we will have a welcome for our new
members, Andrew Shanks (by transfer), Sofia
Shanks (by baptism), and Lincoln Shimniok
(by baptism). We will also be congratulating
members who graduated recently: Brayden
McLaughlin and Presley Zimmerman (from
high school) and Allison Ahrensmeyer (from
college). Welcome, Andrew, Sofia and
Lincoln! Congratulations and God’s blessings
to Brayden, Presley, and Allison!
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FREEDOM DAYS: June 26-27

North Freedom is having its second annual
“Freedom Days” festival on the last weekend of
June. St. Paul’s will be getting involved in two
ways:

--We will have a float for the parade, similar to
what we did last year. The parade is scheduled
for Saturday, June 27 at 10 a.m. Please see
Pastor, Mary Klemm or Dave Zimmerman if
you would like to help build it and be in it.

--The ladies will be selling cookies during the
festival, both Friday evening and all day
Saturday. All proceeds will be going toward
Village of North Freedom projects.

Please join us and help St. Paul’s be a part of
this great community!
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MEETINGS, MEETINGS...

Yes, even in the summer we still have to have
meetings! Here’s the schedule for the first part
of summer:

Western Wisconsin District Convention,
Monday, June 8 & Tuesday, June 9. The
district meets every other year to elect district
officers, worship and have Bible study, as well
as discuss any district and synod ministry
plans. Pastor Blauert will be attending from
our church. It will be held at Luther Prep in
Watertown, Wisconsin.

Church Council: Councilmen, we will have
our next council meeting on Sunday, June 14
between the worship services.

Congregational meeting: Our next voters’
and congregational meeting will be on Sunday,
July 12 at 8:30 a.m. Please mark your
calendars!
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WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Ellie Schultz! She got
married to Paul Ryan at Riverwood Senior
Living in Wisconsin Dells on Saturday, May
23. We pray that God will bless Ellie and Paul
with years of happiness together.
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Mary Klemm is our Sunshine Lady for St.
Paul’s. If anyone is sick or needs a card of
encouragement, please contact her.

ALTAR GUILD

Rose Vertein is stepping down as altar guild
coordinator, after serving in that position for
three years. We thank Rose for her service to
the Lord. If anyone would like to volunteer for
that position, please call the church office or
speak with Pastor Blauert personally.

The altar guild sign-up sheet is on the table in
the fellowship hall. This is a great way to help
with worship at St. Paul’s. Please call the
church if you are interested and have questions.
Thank you!

Altar Flowers

On the table in the fellowship hall, please sign
up to bring altar flowers for a particular
Sunday, in honor of a birthday or anniversary,
in memory of a loved one, or just on your own.
Please refer to the directions in the fellowship
hall for caring for altar flowers.

Our offerings and service to the Lord

April 26, 7:30 am Attend.: 46; Offering: $1,925
10 am Attend.: 14; Offering: $570

May 3 8:30 am Attend.: 36; Offering: $1,300

May 10, 7:30 am Attend.: 33; Offering: $2,398
10 am Attend.: 20; Offering: $718

May 14, 6:30 pm (Ascension) Attendance: 15;
Offering: $240.

May 17, 7:30 am Attend.: 24; Offering: $700
10 am Attend.: 8; Offering: $202

May 24, 7:30 am Attend.: 22; Offering: $375
10 am Attend.: 15; Offering: $480

Average attendance: 7:30 am: 31; 10 am: 14.
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ST. PAUL’S “INFORMATION” PAGE

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Blauert
Church secretary: Elaine Shimniok

Contact us: Church office: 608-522-4493.
Pastor’s cell phone: 507-279-8560.

Email: stpaulsnf@hotmail.com or
tkblauert@outlook.com

Website address: www.stpaulslutheran-nf.org

Worship times: Sundays 7:30 and 10 a.m.
First Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion, 1% & 3™ Sundays

Sunday School: We will not be meeting
during the summer months. We will resume on
Sunday, September 13.

Adult Bible study: Sundays at 8:45 a.m. or
after the service on the 1% Sunday of the month.

Church Council

President: Dave Zimmerman
Vice-president: Paul Fuller

Secretary: John Shimniok

Treasurer: Mark Shimniok

Financial secretary: Jeremy Zimmerman
Head usher: Bill Page

Ladies’ Aid

President: Elaine Shimniok
Secretary: Kristine Blauert
Treasurer: Elaine Shimniok
Sunshine Lady: Mary Klemm
LWMS Reporter: Kristine Blauert

Church organist
Susan Grossenbacher

Church Custodian
Vonnie Leifer

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church Connection
PO Box 357 North Freedom, WI 53951

Please remember our shut-in members with
your prayers and visits
Delores Raddatz (at home)
Ellie Schultz

Please let Pastor know if you are sick, in the
hospital, or are having any other difficulties.
He’ll be glad to visit and have a devotion and
pray with you, as well as offer communion.

His contact information is on the left column of
this page.

Happy Anniversary!

Lori & Ron Cook — June 3, 2014

Jeremy & Lacy Zimmerman — June 20, 2009
Darrell & Marilyn Weiland — June 25, 1966

John & Jennifer Shimniok — June 30, 1979
Wayne & Donna Vertein — June 30, 1973
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Happyv Birthday to:

David Zimmerman — June 11
Rick Hehenberger — June 12
Rebecca Klaetsch — June 15
Zachary Klingenmeyer — June 17
Victor Schneider — June 17
Kendall McFann — June 19
Marilyn Weiland — June 23

Mark Shimniok — June 29

Passage to think about this month: Matthew
9:37,38. “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field.”
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