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Message from the Pastor

The Fifth Commandment

“You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13)

As we prepare for Mother’s Day (May 10 this
year), let’s ponder the precious gift of human
life from God.

God created human life on the sixth day of
creation. He took man from the dust of the
ground, breathed into him and gave him a soul.
God formed woman from one of the man’s ribs.
As he made the male and female, he spoke:
“Let us make man in our image, according to
our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). In this special way,
man and woman were created.

When God united the man and woman together
in marriage, he blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth...” (Gen. 1:28). God designed the man
and woman so that they would continue to
reproduce and have children. Motherhood
sprung into existence when Eve gave birth to
her first two sons in Genesis 4.

Tragically, by that time, sin spoiled God’s
beautiful creation, including the family.
Humans lost that perfect image of God. When
the boys grew up, Cain, filled with jealousy,
killed his brother Abel. Years later, God spoke
to the family of Noah, starting over after the
flood: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by
man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of
God has God made man” (Gen. 9:6). Murder
and all forms of killing is an affront to God
who created human beings to be in his image—
even though that image has been lost due to sin.
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So, when God wrote down the Ten
Commandments for Moses and the Israelites,
he included his will regarding human life: “You
shall not murder.” This includes more than the
act of taking a human life, intentionally or
carelessly. It includes all forms of hurting
another person—physical abuse, mental abuse,
name-calling, and hatred. “Anyone who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life in him” (1 John 3:15).
It also includes hurting our own body with drug
and alcohol abuse and suicide. Abortion and
physician assisted suicide likewise ends a
human life before God’s time.

This Mother’s Day, if your mother is still
living, thank her for giving you birth and life,
for raising you and guiding you in life. For
many of us, we thank God for mothers (and
fathers) who brought us to Christ when we
were baptized and taught us about Jesus. And
thank God for Jesus! We’ve broken the fifth
commandment, but he kept it perfectly. Jesus
then willingly gave up his life to pay for all of
our sins. He rose and now lives, and as we
believe in him, we regain a portion of that
image of God that we had lost in sin.

Love your mother who gave you birth. Send
flowers, or buy her a present for Mother’s Day.
Best of all, honor her by remaining in Christ,
our Savior. In the Lord of life, we have true
life.

--Pastor Timothy Blamert

MOTHER’S DAY

On May 10, all women of the congregation will
receive carnations purchased from the Sauk

County Right to Life.
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MAY SUNDAY WORSHIP THEMES

May 3: 5" Sunday of Easter. 8:30 am
communion service. “HE LIVES as the only
way to heaven.” Fellowship after the service.

May 10: 6™ Sunday of Easter. 7:30, 10 am
services. “HE LIVES that I may live for him.”

May 17: 7" Sunday of Easter. 7:30, 10 am
communion services. “We work while we wait
for our Lord.”

May 24: Pentecost Sunday. 7:30, 10 am
services. “The Coming of the Holy Spirit.”

May 31: Trinity Sunday. 7:30, 10 am services.
“The Triune God’s Blessing.”

==JAMES: REAL FAITH for
REAL LIFE

Spring Bible Study

We invite you to join our Bible study on the
book of James this spring. We will have Bible
study on Sunday, May 3 after the fellowship,
May 24 and May 31 at 8:45 a.m. Learn how
faith is not just knowing, but “doing”!
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Birth announcements:

A belated congratulations to Dalton & Regalle
Rathman with the birth of Bodhi on March 7,
and to Luke & Mariah Rathman with the birth
of Isaac on March 11. God bless their families!

A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING!

Area WELS Ascension Day Service
Thursday, May 14, 2026

At St. Paul’s Lutheran, North Freedom
Service time: 6:30 p.m.

After the service you are invited for
refreshments. Please join us to hear the
powerful message of Christ’s ascension and
what it means to us, and to join fellow WELS
members in our area in praising and praying to
our ascended King. “A Hymn of Glory Let Us
Sing” to the exalted Son of God, Jesus!

There is a sign-up sheet if you are willing to
provide desserts to serve for the fellowship.

LAPIES’ 11IP

The Ladies Aid’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m. We encourage
all women to come to enjoy fellowship as well
as discuss plans for serving the Lord at St.
Paul’s.

SPRING Ted

All ladies are invited to a Spring Tea at St.
John’s, Rock Springs, Thursday, May 7 at 6:30
pm. Please sign up at our church by May 3 if
you plan to attend.
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SPRING CLEAN UP DAY:

Saturday, May 9

Please come May 9 to help with outdoor and
indoor cleaning of the church. We will get
started at about 8 a.m. Many hands make
light work!

Thank you to all who brought items and bought
items at the Bake Sale on Sunday, April 26.
Proceeds will go toward the WELS Apache
mission schools.

BOWLING OUTING

Wednesday, May 20 6 pm
At Thunderbird Lanes, Baraboo

Anybody’s welcome to join us! Talk to Pastor
or Elaine if you plan to come.
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CARDS : =
Mary Klemm is our Sunshine Lady for St.
Paul’s. If anyone is sick or needs a card of
encouragement, please contact her.

ALTAR GUILD

The altar guild sign-up sheet is on the table in
the fellowship hall. This is a great way to help
with worship at St. Paul’s. Please speak with
Rose Vertein if you are interested and have
questions. Thank you!

Altar Flowers L

On the table in the fellowship hall, please sign
up to bring altar flowers for a particular
Sunday, in honor of a birthday or anniversary,
in memory of a loved one, or just on your own.
Please refer to the directions in the fellowship
hall for caring for altar flowers.

LOOKING AHEAD....

June 7% is our planned new member welcome
at church, plus celebration of baptisms and
graduations from the past 12 months. There
will be an ice cream social following the 8:30
am service. Mark your calendars!

Our offerings and service to the Lord

Mar. 29, 7:30 am Attend.: 31; Offering: $970.25
10 am Attend.: 19; Offering: $550
April 2 (Maun. Thurs.) Attend.: 24; Offering: $575
April 3 (Good Fri.) Attend.: 42; Offering: $565
April 5, 7 am Easter attend.: 46; Offering: $1,625
10 am Attend.: 14; Offering: $745
April 12, 7:30 am Attend.: 30; Offering: $985
10 am Attend.: 21; Offering: $738
April 19, 7:30 am Attend.: 34; Offering: $1,070
10 am Attend.: 15; Offering: $410

Average attendance: 7:30 (7) am: 35; 10 am: 17.

Notice: Pastor Blauert will be gone Fri., May
15 through Sunday, May 17.
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ST. PAUL’S “INFORMATION” PAGE

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Blauert
Church secretary: Elaine Shimniok

Contact us: Church office: 608-522-4493.
Pastor’s cell phone: 507-279-8560.

Email: stpaulsnf@hotmail.com or
tkblauert@outlook.com

Website address: www.stpaulslutheran-nf.org

Worship times: Sundays 7:30 and 10 a.m.
First Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion, 1% & 3™ Sundays

Sunday School: Sundays at 8:35 a.m., or after
the service on the first Sunday of the month.
Last day is May 10, 2026.

Adult Bible study: Sundays at 8:45 a.m. or

after the service on the 1% Sunday of the month.

Church Council

President: Dave Zimmerman
Vice-president: Paul Fuller

Secretary: John Shimniok

Treasurer: Mark Shimniok

Financial secretary: Jeremy Zimmerman
Head usher: Bill Page

Ladies’ Aid

President: Elaine Shimniok
Secretary: Kristine Blauert
Treasurer: Elaine Shimniok
Sunshine Lady: Mary Klemm
LWMS Reporter: Kristine Blauert

Church organist
Susan Grossenbacher

Church Custodian
Vonnie Leifer

Please remember our shut-in members with
your prayers and visits
FEllie Schultz

Please let Pastor know if you are sick, in the
hospital, or are having any other difficulties.
He’ll be glad to visit and have a devotion and
pray with you, as well as offer communion.

His contact information is on the left column of
this page.
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Happy Anniversary!

Curt & Patricia Klemm — May 25, 1990

Gary & Sandra Nehring — May 28, 1966
Chad & Melanie Zimmerman — May 31, 2003
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Happyv Birthday to:

Suzanne Dohner — May 2
Donna Vertein — May 3
Jeremy Zimmerman — May 5
Gene Schellenberger — May 7
Melanie McLaughlin — May 9
Vonnie Leifer — May 12

Gary Nehring — May 12
Wayne Vertein — May 13
Louise Crisman — May 15
William Page — May 15

Todd Nehring — May 20

Susan Bell — May 22

Calista Grooms — May 23
Jennifer Shimniok — May 23
Cooper Hehenberger — May 25
Brook-Lynn Klaetsch — May 25
Adam Shimniok — May 28
Ann Fuller — May 29
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